SN 1114 2001 2 T T T — e | —

 In Step With .
ANEAES

2..By Peter Maas

)




U.S. soldiers who surrendered to the Japanese during World War H were ordered by our owr
government not to talk about the atrocities they endured as POWs. Now, says California Rep. Mike Honda...
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TEARS SUDDENLY FILL LESTER
Tenney's eves. T m sorry” he suys, “IF0s
been a long time, but it's still very hurd
sowmetimes 10 Galk abourt” A1 can dois
niod dombly. Words (il me'as 1 lisien 1o
the: horror he is describing,

Omn April '5’. 194, TL:rll:{_'._','. a
21-year-ald Hinois National
one of [ 2,000 (X
American soldiers whe surfen-
derd 10 the Japenese al the tip
of Baiwn Peninsula, which juts
inte Manily Bay in the Philip
pres, Til-egquipped. ill-mained,
disease-rdden, ey had fought
ferocicusly for mearly five
months druinst overwhelming
odds, with no possibility of Tedp,
until they run out of Teod, med
ical suppiies and ammunition,

A prisoners of war, Tenney f
aming thein, they were Laken o
i prison camp by the fapangse
army an what became infamous
43 the nine-day, 53-mile-long
Butaan Death March, during
which 1000 of them perished.
The strocities they suffered have 1o some
i been revealed, But wht happened
afterward—when they were forced into
infiman slave labor for some of Japan's
biggest corporations—remains largely
unkmown. These corporaions, many of
which have become global giants, include
such Tarmi liar namses as Mirsubizhi, M-
s, Kavrasaki amd Mippon Sicel.

Therough interviewes with Former POWs
and examinations of povernment records
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| LESTER TENNEY

| An Army POW who survived the Betean
Dexth March, he was shipped to Jepan
to do forcad labar in & Mitau Corporation
Goal ming, where POWSs ware led 2
starvation diat and beaten constantly, “It'y

still hard o talk about,” says Tanmay, 81,

and vowrt docuanents, ! learned that in
1599 Teaney had filed & lawswit for repa
rations in o Californin state courr. Hiy
st was followed by a aumber of oth
s by veterans who hoad suffered 3 sim.
ilar fate. The Japanese corporations,
instead of confronting their dark past,
went info deep denizl. Represented by
American law lirms, they maintained
that, by ereuty, they dido’t owe snyhody
anything—not even an apology,
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 FRANK BIGELOW
A Mavy POW, ha also was sent to the
Miitsui mino, whara he was refused
2id Tor 2 braken lag, which had to ba
amputated without annsthesia. "You

! doi't knew what you can do %l you
I do it,” Bigelow, 79, says of his ordoal,

In Gourt’

GEORGE COBB

Sent to & Mitsubishi-owned
coppar ming, this Navy POW wes
compalled 8o work in bitter cold,
clad only in 2 thin, puanysackiika
Earmant, " try wol bo Famémiber
any theng," says Coblb, 81
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Subjected to forced fabor and brutality in Japanese mines,
these men, some say, are entitled to long-delayed justice.
h

Surptisingly, the U.5 governmen
stepped in on bebalf of the Japanese anc
niok only had these lawsuits moved 1o
federal jurisdiction bat also suceesded
in gedting them dismissed by Vieghn R,
Walker, a federal judge in the Northern
District of California, In his ruling,
Judpe Welker doclared in essence that
the fact that we had won the war was
enough of a payoff. His exact words
weere: “The immeasuratle bounty of life

P E T E R

for themselves [the POWs] and their
posterity in a free sociely services the
debt” In applavding the judge's deci-
siom, an atiorney for Mippon Sieel was
quoied us saying, “I's definitely a cor-
rect reling.” She did not dwell on what
these men had gone through,

What befell Laster Tenney as o POW
was Iy no means unigue. He got an
ineklimg of whit was 10 come on tha April
day in [942 when he surrendered and
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A DEADLY
TREK

mu-.. daring

to dapaness
at Batamn in

the Phillopines
in April 1942,
12,000 Amarican
troops were
forced to march
55 milas to a

along the way,
aither from
axhaustion or
manhandfng by
the Jdapuness,
ware cereied
Il'i i'hll'i'd'lleﬂ

The barbarities of the Bataan Death March have been

revealed. What happened afterward is largely unknown.

one of his caplors smashed in his nose
with the butt end of 1 rifle, Forced 1o
stumble wlong a road of crushed roek
and lpgse sand, the men—wracked with
malaria, jasndiee ind dysentery—were
given po wser, Occosionally, they would
pass 4 well Arvone who patsed to sconp
up i handful of wiler was mora Hlkely
s not bayvoneted or shot o death. The
same fate awaited most POWs who
could no longer walk. *If you stopped.”
Tenney recalls, “they killed you”

Ax Tenney stapoered forkord, he saw
i Jupanese officer asiride 2 borse, wield-
ing u samural sword and chortling as he
tried, often successiully, 10 decapitate
POWSs, During o mre respite, one pris-
oner was si diserienied that he could nod
Zeeup. A ille bt knocked him senseless.
T of his feliow POWs wers ordered
i dig @ shallow trench, pal him in i aod
bary him while Be was stll alive. They
refosed. Ohne of them immediately had
hies hieadd hlovam off with 2 pistol shot. Tao
micie POWs were then cdered to dig two
trenches—one for the dead POW, ihe other
for the original prizaner, whi had bogen
o moas. Tenney heard him continue Lo
maan ug he was deing coversd with dirt.

Tenney wis one of 50 POWs packed
inme a S0-by-50-foot hold of a Japan-
bond freighier, The overbead hutches
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Many POWs wio suryived
_f taan Daath March
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J highwary in America The mine was
s dangeroas th Japanese miners

were kept closed except when buckeis
of rice and water were lowered twice
deily. Each morning, four POWS were
llowed topside (o hoist up buckers of
bodily wastes and the corpees of any-
ome who had died during the night. which
were lossed overboard,

i Japun, the prisoners wers sent W a
coill mine about 25 miles from a city
they had never heard of, called Magasaki,
The mine was owned by the Mitsui con-
glomerate, which is wday one of the
world's biggest corporations. You see
the truck containers it builds on every

refused o work in it

The Geneve Convention of 1929 spe-
ciffied that the POW'S ol any nation “shuall
at o] fimes be humanely treated and pro-
tected™ and explicitly Forbade foreed
tzbor. Jopan, bowever, never ri fed the
treaty. That was how it justified putting
POWs 1o work dunng World War 11,
freeing wp able-bodied Japanese men
for yalitary service.

Lester Tenmey and his feilow POW
sluve Jaborers worked 12-hour shifis,
Their diet, primarily nce, amounied o
less tfuan G000 calories a day. This was

o, 367 R

subseguently reduced 1o wbowt 400 colo-
ries, When e was taken prisonee, Tenney
weigrhed 185 pounds, When he was lib-
erited in 1445, he weighed Y7 pounds.

Vicious beatings by Mitsei overseers
al the mine were constant, Tenney's worst
mioTneTd came when two oversess decid-
ed he wasn'l warking fast enough and
went ab him with & pickax and o shovel,
His nose was broken agiin, So was his
lefi shoulder, The business end of the ax
piereed his sice, st missing his hip bone
but cansing encagh internal damage o
learve him with 4 permanent limp.

Frank Bigelow wus a Navy seamun
on the island fortress of Comegidor in
Manila Bay, [v was ost abowt a month
after Bataan fell, so Rigelow sscaped
ihe Death March. But he ended up in
the seme Mitsei coal mine 15 Tenney, He
Wi in the deepest hurd-rock part of the
mine when a boulder toppled onto his
lep, snapping both the e and fibulo
bones i iinches below the knee. A POW
Army doctor, Thomas Hewletl, wos
refused plaster of Pars for & cust, Hew-
lets aried to construct a makeshif splin, |
ot it didn’t waork. Bigelow's leg began
w swell and hecome putrid. Tissue-
desiroying gangrens had set in,

With four men holding Bigelow down,
Tewlet performed on ampatation with-
oL sinesthesi, wsing o razor and 3 hack-
saw blade. Bigelow recalls: =1 said, 'Doc,
e you have wny whiskey you coud give
me? And he said, ‘I 1 hod amy, I'd be
drinking it mysell”™ To keep the gan-
gnenous toxing from spreading, Hewlen
packed the amputation with cne item
readily available in the prison camp—
magiots. Bigelow sl can't comprehend
brar e withstood (he excruciating pain,
“You doi 't know whil vou can do "til
woul doit,” he saps.

Anoiher szaman, George Cobh, way
aboard the submarine Sealiogn in Monila
Bay when it was sunk in on air amack
three days after Pearl Harbor Cobb was
shipped to a copper mine in northern
Japan owned by the Mitsubishi vorporate
empire, Clad only in gunmysackiike gor-
ments, the POWs had to tudze o the
mine through 10-foot-high snowdrifis
in bitter winter cold, OF 10 caplured
Sealfivns crewmen, Cobb s the sole sur-
wviver, “T iry noil to remember anything,”
e gy, 1wt it o be & Tour-vedr blank,”

One day inAugust | 943, Lester Tenney
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and his fellow POWs saw a huge, mushroom-shaped
clood billowing from Nagesaki. Mone of them, of course,
knew it was the atom bomb fhar would end the war, They
fruend ot on Aug, 13 that Tupan had surrendered when
they were given Red Cross food packages for the first
time during their long captivity. They then found a
nearby warehouse crammed with similar peckages
and medzcal supplies that had never been distributed.
They also would ke that the Japanese high command
had a master plan w exterminate all the POW slave
laborers, presumably to cover up their horrifte ordeal,

After the POWs returmed home, they were given
LS. government forms to sign thar boond them not to
speak publicly about what had been done o them,
America was in o peopolitical battle with the Soviet
Union end, later, Red China for the hearts and minds
of the postwar Japanese and did not went o do any-

Repa Mike Homda, |¢) and Dana Rohrasacher introduce
Hlnhhnafwu.&mqiwuuuumrp
World Waer || POWS got comparsation trom Japaness
companiae for whom they performed slave labor.

GALLON NON-ULTRA
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thing thar might prove offensive 1 our recent enesty.,
The State Depantment s chief policy adviser o Gen.
Dionglas Mac Ardusr, who headed up the ocoupation of

3 Jagan, thetorically asked: “Is & believed that o Comemu-

nist Japan is in the best interests of the United States™

But Tenney, possibly because of his extended hos-
pitalization, never got ane of those forms. In 1946 he
wine a letter o the Stute Department citing his expeni-
ence and requesting guidancs on how 1o mount claims
against those who had beaten, wrtured and enslaved
hiem, The Sare Department replied that it was bocking
o the marter and adwvised Bim not 1o retiin an gtomey.

Hearing nothing further, Tenney, a high school

- dropout, decided o get an with his life. He eveatually

enrned & Ph.Dy. in finance and taught at both Sen Dicgo
Stave University and Arjzona State University, Mean-
while, the 1.5 and Japan finalized & peace treaty i 1951,

Ty vears ago, Tenney read that the 11,5, government
not only had successtully worked on behalf of Holo-
case victims in Europe but also wis brokering an agres
ment with Genmary to compensare those foreed into
sl labor during e Mo regime. It was then that be fled
fiis oawn lawesunt astinst Mitsui,

The U5, Stawe Deparmment and Justice Department
intervaned for the fapaness comporate defendants on the
brasis of the 1951 treaty, a clase of which purports 1o
waive all futum: restitotion clams. But the tresty contains
another ciause, which the U.S, government to date has
hosen to ignose, stating that all bets would be off iF other
mations 2ol the Tapanese W agres o more favorabie lemms
than cur treaty, Edeven nations— meluding the then Sovi-
et Lmion. Vietmam aid the Philippines - got such terms.

These 15 5till kope for the sorviving POWS, their wid-
os and heirs, Last March, two California Congressmen,
Republican Duna Rohrabacher and Democrat Mike

{ Homda, co-sponsored a bill (H.R, 1798} calling for
| jostice for the POWSs. i

Notably, Honda is 2 Japanese-American who, a8 an
infant, was interned by the TLS, with his mother and
father during World War 11, The U5, has since paid
each surviving intemes 20,000 i restinution and, per-
haps more importint, acknowledged that the intern-
ment was wrong, *l believe” Honda told me, “thai
thes= POW's not only fought for their country but sor-
vived, fnd now they are trying to survive our judicial
system, They should have thelr day in court.” 18

Contributing Editor Peter Meas' latest best-getler, “The
Terrible Hours,” about o reseued sich, T maw in paperback,

If You Want To Help :

To exprose your fealings about the POW bill |
{H.R., 1198}, write or e-mail Rep, Michaal Honda ]

20515 | ] or Dana
Rohrabagher, 2338 Rayburn House Office Bldg.,
Washington, 0.0, 20616 (Danai? ]

mail house, gov),
Or writs to yous own Represontative or Sen-
#tors: You can find the addresses you need at
Wy house. gov for your Representative and
at m.la-nll:e.m for m Senators,
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